
there are a lot of ways 
how to help others

We have been helping specific people in Slovakia and abroad for more 
than ten years. We motivate individuals and companies to be responsi-
ble for themselves and for the surrounding world. We support non-pro-
fit organizations through programs and provision of financial resources.

We strive to achieve Slovakia’s active engagement in the international 
arena. Our projects on Belarus, Serbia, and Cuba facilitate the transfer 
of Slovakia’s experience from the transition period and are an inspiration 
for democratization and development assistance in foreign countries.    

In a democratic society, non-profit organizations are carriers of positive 
change enabling citizens to be engaged in public affairs. We support 
their sustainability and contribute to their institutional strengthening and 
program development. 
We provide them with grants, consultations, and - as the only foundation 
doing so in Slovakia - also bridging and self-financing loans. Through 
our research activity we seek to identify the needs of non-profit 
organizations and to contribute to meeting these needs by organizing 
educational events. 
We provide the opportunity to be involved in the IDEAXCHANGE Fair  
of Non-Profit Organizations.  This enables NGOs to present their current 
and planned activities and projects to the public and to companies  
in various Slovak cities using an innovative approach. 
We also successfully apply our experience in support of the non-profit 
sector abroad, especially in countries undergoing complex transition 
processes. In Serbia we share this knowledge with our network  
of NGO partners.

we support non-profit organizations 

We systematically support the development of corporate philan-
thropy, community investment, and Corporate Responsibility (CR),  
as a commitment of companies to keep ethical standards, to contribu-
te to the sustainable development of society and improvement of en-
vironment, to increase the quality of life, and to support development 
of the communities where they operate. 
We assist companies in implementing their philanthropic activi-
ties and in the creation of philanthropic strategies. We administer  
company foundation funds and professionally manage implementati-
on of grant programs. We initiate programs of corporate volunteering 
and carry out educational projects on CR.
We administer the Business Leaders Forum (BLF) - an informal asso-
ciation of companies which have committed themselves to become 
leaders in promoting the principles of CR in Slovakia. Together we 
organize events which provide a space for an exchange of practical 
experience and discussion of the principles, advantages, and new 
trends in CR.
As the only foundation in Slovakia to do so, we offer tools to com-
panies on how to improve the quality of their corporate giving and 
possibilities for objective measuring of CR using acknowledged inter-
national methodologies, including the London Benchmarking Model 
and the Global Reporting Initiative Guidelines. 
We express public recognition to companies and entrepreneurs  
in Slovakia by awarding the Via Bona Slovakia prize for significant 
engagement in the field of corporate philanthropy and Corporate  
Responsibility.
We apply our Slovak experience in our projects in Serbia using trai-
nings and consultations. We linked 12 NGOs into a network - For 
Cross-Sectoral Partnership. We work on increasing awareness of CR, 
building of relations with companies, and initiation of a Business Lea-
ders Forum association in Serbia. 

we bolster corporate responsibility marketplace
of business 
solutions in the 
field of Corporate 
Responsibility

Via Bona Slovakia 
Award Ceremony

We appreciate citizens’ interests in their neighborhoods. Therefore we 
support local initiatives by individuals and communities. We connect 
volunteer capacities of individuals with activities of local governments, 
schools, and companies. We announce grant programs on construction 
and repair of playgrounds, year-round sports fields, parks, and recreation 
areas. We help socially and physically disadvantaged citizens. Thanks 
to our support, people with handicaps, the long-term unemployed, 
former convicts, and Roma have a chance to have a better life, get a 
job, or gain a feeling of self-worth.
In Cuba we help families of imprisoned dissidents. Together with the 
Civic Association People in Peril we organize a public collection, the 
proceeds of which are delivered by our volunteers directly to these 
families in Cuba. We support the Ladies in White, group of wives 
and mothers of Cuban political prisoners, not only financially but also 
morally – through personal contacts and publicly displays of solidarity 
by well-known personalities in Slovakia and abroad.
In Belarus we support the analytical community to initiate new 
public policies and foster public debate in the country. In Serbia we 
assisted in the establishment of two youth clubs. We also share our 
experience on the EU with young political leaders, the staff of the 
Serbian Parliament, and local governments. 
For the students of Slovak universities we offer training courses on 
Corporate Responsibility and Balkan Studies. Our course on Balkan 
Studies for Advanced is intended for the expert community. We 
also organize the Best M.A. Thesis Contest covering the topic of the 
Western Balkans. 
With the Jan Langos Foundation we award the Jan Langos International 
Award in recognition of those individuals who have significantly 
contributed towards revealing of the truth and strengthening of civic 
courage in Slovakia and abroad. 

we help individuals and communities 
before the winter 
we organized 
a clothing drive for 
the Roma children 
in Letanovce

we support
the Ladies in White 
in Cuba

Czech Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Karel 
Schwarzenberg 
became the first 
laureate of the Jan 
Langos International 
Award 

young Serbian 
political leaders 
and staff of the 
Serbian parliament 
visited European 
Commissioner 
Jan Figel

up to 60 NGOs 
present their 
projects at the 
Ideaxchange 
Fair every year

Pontis Foundation
Grösslingová 59
811 09 Bratislava
Slovak Republic 
tel.: (421 2) 5710 8111 
fax: (421 2) 5710 8125 
pontis@nadaciapontis.sk
pontis@pontisfoundation.sk
We publish information about our activities 
regularly on our website: 
	 www.nadaciapontis.sk

Other websites on our activities:		  	
	 www.ideaxchange.sk
	 www.blf.sk
	 www.nasabratislava.sk
	 www.viabona.sk

”Behind everything we do is concrete assistance for  
specific people. We implement our activities thanks to the  
work of the talented and enthusiastic people on our  
team. We are grateful to all who work with us, support us,  
or cross their fingers for us…”

Lenka Surotchak, Director of Pontis Foundation

corporate 
volunteers 
helping remove
the aftermath 
of hurricane
in High Tatras

regular meeting 
of Business 
Leaders Forum 
members


