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	[ about pontis foundation ]
annual report of pontis foundation 2007
In our work we pursue principles of transparency and access to information. All information on our activities in 2007 are responsibly documented in a summary in the form of the Pontis annual report. The annual report for 2007 in the Slovak language can be found here. 

[ corporate social responsibility ]
csr conference and marketplace of company solutions 2008
The 5th international conference  on corporate social responsibility and a marketplace of company solutions, organised by the Pontis Foundation and Business Leaders Forum in cooperation with Stratégie marketing monthly, recorded more than 140 participants from 80 companies. The conference focused on three areas – trends in CSR, companies & the environment and dialogue with stakeholders. More information can be found here. 

csr and smes
Business Leaders Forum in cooperation with American Chamber of Commerce started a series of seminars on CSR targeted to small and middle sized companies. The first session took place on June 10, 2008, in Nitra, and was opened by the President of BLF, Ignacio Jaquotot. Other invited speakers came from Pontis Foundation, AmCham and Anasoft, an SME winner of 2 main CSR awards Via Bona.

[ foundation funds and grant programs ]

increasing the employment chances of 34 disabled people
On June 2, 2008 the Západoslovenská energetika, a.s. (ZSE) company, in cooperation with the Pontis Foundation, announced its support for projects of 5 non-profit organisations with a total amount of 749 500 Sk. The money will help disabled people to find and keep their jobs. More information can be found here.
we are fighting against addictions
The Foundation fund of Východoslovenská energetika administered by the Pontis Foundation, organized a seminar on the topic of the prevention of alcohol, tobacco and other drug abuse in eastern Slovakia as part of its grant program called 
Independent. More information can be found here.

[ volunteerism ]

pontis foundation cooperates at, the volunteer day of the axa financial group
On June 13, 2008, dozens of Slovak employees of the AXA financial group took part in the global volunteer day AXA - Hearts in Action, which was organised in cooperation with the Pontis Foundation. More information can be found here. 
naše košice — 564 volunteers helping out 17 community organizations
During the weekend of May 17-18, 564 volunteers from 15 different companies took part in the Naše Košice (Our Kosice) project. They volunteered in dozens of activities for 17 community organizations. More information can be found here. 

[ democratization and development abroad — belarus ]
call for proposals to be funded from the belarus public policy fund is closed
We obtained 17 applications for our 4th call for proposals to be financially supported from the Belarus Public Policy Fund. Formal criteria were met by 16 out of the 17 applications. Projects with recommendations for financial support will be selected by an international committee. 

pontis foundation organises a trip of belarusian experts to brussels 
Together with the Brussels-based Office for a Democratic Belarus, Pontis organized a visit of Belarusian experts to Brussels. Belarusian experts took part in a series of meetings with representatives from the EU institutions and member states, as well as international non-governmental organizations. 
More information can be found here.  

[ democratization and development abroad — cuba ]
we joined the day of solidarity with the cuban people
To promote a peaceful democratic change in Cuba and show support for the Cuban people, May 21 marks the Day of Solidarity with the Cuban People. The day is focused on the plight of prisoners of conscience and the lack of civil and political freedoms in Cuba. More information can be found here.  

statement of ngos to change in eu position towards cuba
Europe Cuba NGO Network, of which the Pontis Foundation is a member, published a statement calling on the European Union to define clear and measurable benchmarks regarding the improvement of human and civil rights in Cuba before softening its position towards the country and starting negotiations for an economic and development agreement. A full version of the statement can be found here. 

[ democratization and development abroad — serbia ]
the winner of the best m.a. thesis competition about the western balkans become 
Pavol Szalai from the Faculty of Philosophy at Commenius University in Bratislava achieved the winning M.A. Thesis entitled Conditionality of the European Union and Bosnia and Herzegovina, which examined the conditions for integration into the European Union of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The prize for the winner is a one month summer internship at the Slovak Embassy in Croatia, which was kindly donated by the Slovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
training organized for non-governmental organizations in serbia 
On 19th and 20th May 2008 training was organized for Serbian NGOs on the topic ‘how to write a good project proposal for a business partner’. More information can be found here.  

round table on youth prospects organised in serbia
On June 10, 2008 the Pontis Foundation in cooperation with its partner organization Citizens Pact for SEE, organized a roundtable on the topic of ‘Youth Prospects’ at Nis University in Central Serbia. The event was attended by 40 participants from youth organizations, business companies and the media. More information about the event can be found here.  


	
	upcoming events 

June 23-27
We will organize a study trip for the employees and associates of the Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies to Slovakia. Study trip is organized as part of the project entitled Fostering Public Dialogue on Economic Reforms in Belarus.

July 18-19
We will organize a Marketplace of Non-Profit Organizations at Bažant Pohoda 2008 festival. Some 30 non-profit organizations will present their activities. The program will also include theatre performances, a music group from Belarus, a unique exhibition of photographs and discussions. 

July 25-26
We will organize public policy workshop in Ukraine for Belarusian analysts.

September 12-13
The second annual of Naša Bratislava will be organized by Engage group in cooperation with the Pontis Foundation. Companies supporting employee volunteerism and NGOs seeking a helping hand are invited to join the project by July 15, 2008. More information can be found here.

Ongoing 
On our web site we regularly publish news from our target countries. The news can be found here.  
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	We apologize, if you consider this e-mail as bothering. 
Please, let us know, that we can avoid such situation in the future. 
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