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	[ about pontis foundation ]

staff changes and team reinforcements 

Mrs. Beata Hlavčakova became the new Program Director overseeing activities supporting Corporate Social Responsibility in Slovakia. At the same time she was elected Executive Director of the Business Leaders Forum. More information can be found here. 

pontis foundation volunteer days 

Our team members helped with the restoration of the Kalvária in Banská Štiavnica for the second year in a row. Through this activity the Pontis Foundation would like to become an example for others in the field of volunteering activities and development of corporate philanthropy, particularly in corporate volunteerism. More information can be found here.

[ foundation funds and grant programs ]

call for grant applications – greener notebook 

In cooperation with the DELL Company we have announced the “Greener notebook” program, in which we will distribute 200 used DELL notebooks in good condition. The program is intended for NGOs, which are at least partially devoted to “green issues” – e.g. environmental education of children or seniors, citizens’ awareness, addressing particular environmental problems, or organize some activities in the nature. Applications for notebooks can be sent till September 26, 2008. More information in Slovak can be found here.

čsob financial group announced another employees’ grant program 

ČSOB, a.s. has announced, that it will distribute 540 000 Sk (17 924,71 €) from its fund at the Pontis Foundation. To be eligible for support from this program projects must be recommended by employees of ČSOB financial group. Applications can be submitted till October 19, 2008. More information in Slovak can be found here.

[ volunteerism ]

corporate volunteers for bratislava

In cooperation with Engage, a working group of the Business Leaders Forum, we have organized for the second time the volunteering event Naša Bratislava (Our Bratislava). During two days, September 12-13, more than 750 volunteers from 39 companies changed their suits for red t-shirts and helped in 40 community organizations. They helped with more than 50 various activities. More information in Slovak, as well as some pictures from the event can be found here.

[ assistance to nonprofit organizations ]

ngo fair in bratislava 

26 NGOs presented their activities at the NGO Fair in Bratislava on Saturday September 13. Pontis Foundation is organizing NGO Fairs already for the 3rd year. The Fair’s visitors had a chance to see the activities and projects of participating NGOs. More information in Slovak, as well as some pictures from the event can be found here.

ngo fair in banská bystrica

In cooperation with the Healthy City Community Foundation we organized the NGO Fair in Banská Bystrica. 16 NGOs got the opportunity to present their activities during the event on Thursday September 18. More information in Slovak can be found here.

ngo fair in prešov postponed

Due to bad weather conditions we had to postpone the NGO Fair in Prešov planed for September 19. The event, organized in cooperation with the Community Foundation Prešov, will be held at a new date. The new date will be announced also on the website of our foundation. 

[democratization and development abroad - belarus ]

andrej kim freed!

The youngest political prisoner in Belarus, 22-years old Andrei Kim was released on August 20. The team of the Pontis Foundation carefully monitored information about his case. We have asked Slovak diplomacy for the higher attention to the Andrei’s case. More information about release of Andrei in Slovak can be found in our press release here. 

His Excellency Mr. Marian Servátka, Slovak Ambassador in Belarus has invited Andrei for the commemoration event of the Constitution Day.  His Excellency agreed to deliver the book of greetings and messages for Andrei from the Bažant Pohoda Festival. More information about greetings and messages from the Festival in Slovak can be found here.  You can find some of the messages here.

[ democratization and development abroad – serbia and balkans ]

new academic year of balkan studies for students

After three successful years of Balkan Studies for Students which was attended together by more than 90 students, we are opening the 4th academic year of this course for students of Comenius University in Bratislava. The course is listed under the title Comparative Politics: Western Balkan. The Pontis Foundation is able to open the course this year thanks to the cooperation with the Institute of European Studies and International Relations at the Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences at the Comenius University in Bratislava. The overview of the course can be found here.


	
	upcoming events 

October
Briefing about the progress in Belarus after parliamentary elections for Members of European parliament (MEPs). Belarusian experts on economy and international relations will participate on the briefing. They will also meet with representatives from European Commission and European Council. The briefing is organized in cooperation with our long-term partner - the Office for a Democratic Belarus, Brussels.

October 20-31 
Working visit of B92 to Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. The aim of the visit is to prepare documentary movie on integration of Visegrad countries to EU.
October 21
As part of the project Visegrad for European Serbia, a round table in Subotica (Serbia) on the topic of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy will be organized. 
October 23
Seminar for SMEs on Corporate Social Responsibility in Košice. Mr. Ignacio Jaquotot, President of the Business Leaders Forum has agreed to take part in this seminar. 
November 6
Corporate Philanthropy Forum. The aim is to show efficient approaches for investments into the community in Slovakia as well as abroad. More information in Slovak can be found here.
Ongoing 
On our web site we regularly publish news from our target countries. News can be found here. 
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	We apologize, if you consider this e-mail as bothering. 
Please, let us know, that we can avoid such situation in the future. 
Thank you!


	
	


