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	[ about pontis foundation ]

pontis offices have a new address from 1st november
From 1st November, the Pontis Foundation will reside in our new premises at the address Zelinárska 2, 821 08 Bratislava 2. Our invoice and official addresses remain unchanged for the time being. We will let you know as soon as these are updated. 

pontis foundation and pontis, n.o. programs at 2009 ngo day 

On 15th October, Microsoft Slovakia and the Voices organization hosted the second annual NGO Day. The 2009 installment was devoted to the topic of Internet Today – Trends and Experience. Pontis Foundation and Pontis, n.o. representatives introduced the following projects to participants from 34 NGOs: TechSoup Slovakia, Darca.sk (Donor.sk), and the upcoming program A Great Country. 

[ great country ]

help us promote a great country! 

Do you care about Slovakia and would you like to contribute to its transformation? Are you searching for interesting NGO projects that you could join or that you might wish to support financially? Join us on 17th November at the PKO center in Bratislava, and be there when we’ll be launching the first integrated Web portal titled A Great Country! 
51 projects selected for a great country program 

From among nearly 250 projects submitted for A Great Country, we have selected 51 projects in five categories. 
[ corporate volunteerism ]

clothes collection organized by engage group 

In the course of October, the Pontis Foundation, along with the Engage group of companies, are organizing their second collection of clothes and other necessities for clients of 6 humanitarian organizations: UNHCR, Depaul Slovakia, Mea Culpa, Slovak crisis center Touch, crisis center Gate to Life, and Pro Vida (for children’s home in Bernolákovo).
[ foundation grants and programs ]
čsob fs grant program – helping families work
ČSOB’s financial group announced the grant program Helping Families Work, focused on strengthening the family. From ČSOB FS resources at the Pontis Foundation, the total amount of € 30,870 (Sk 930,000) will be distributed for the program. Grant requests may be submitted by non-governmental non-profit organizations as well as allowance or budgetary organizations. 

čsob fs employee grant program 

ČSOB FS employees are entitled to obtain, on behalf of organizations engaged in meaningful projects, a grant from the ČSOB FS Fund at the Pontis Foundation; the maximum amount per grant is € 2,000. For this employee grant program running from November 2009 to May 2010, the sum total of € 29,874.53 (Sk 900,000) is made available by ČSOB FS. 

young artists help – grant program by johnson controls bratislava
The grant foundation set up by Johnson Controls Bratislava at the Pontis Foundation is announcing the pilot year of the grant program titled Young Artists Help. The program supports the education and creative development of pupils of primary art schools in the Bratislava region. 

four projects competing for financial support from stredoslovenská energetika
Driving without Accidents is the title of an internal contest launched last year by Stredoslovenská energetika for drivers on company business. Those who managed to remain accident-free throughout the year, observing all traffic regulations, may now join the voting to select one of the projects focused on improving road safety, health care, the support of biking, and the building of green roads for alternative transportation methods. 

holcim employees asked to propose projects for communities in which they live

From the Holcim Grant Foundation at the Pontis Foundation, the total of € 12,000 will be distributed as part of this grant program. Until 30 November 2009, Holcim (Slovakia) a.s. and Holcim (Vienna) GmbH employees may request support for projects addressing issues in the communities in which they live. 

hearing-impaired entrepreneurs now have their own portal

The Web portal www.nepocujucipodnikatelia.sk originated as a support tool and part of the grant program Looking for Another Sense – OF BUSINESS, and is its direct continuation. Among other features, the portal is a place for the presentation of goods and services offered by hearing-impaired business men and women. 

grant program looking for another sense – of business 

The company T-Mobile Slovakia, in cooperation with the Pontis Foundation, the Integra Foundation, and the Slovak Association of the Deaf, has announced a grant program to support the employment of people with hearing impediments. From T-Mobile Slovakia’s resources at the Pontis Foundation, at least € 23,240 will be made available. 

[ corporate social responsibility ]

csr seminar in žilina also attended by ignacio jaquotot
The Pontis Foundation and the Business Leaders Forum organize a seminar in Žilina for small and medium enterprises on the topic of Corporate Social Responsibility – Economy, Ecology, Society. The seminar will take place on Tuesday, 27 October 2009 in the hotel Dubná Skala in Žilina. 

200 cyclists joined the pontis foundation’s bike ride

On 22nd September, as part of the European Mobility Week, the Pontis Foundation for the first time organized the Pontis Foundation Bike Ride. 200 cyclists took part, joining 800 skaters for the bonus in-line & bike ride held on the occasion of the Car-Free Day. 

monitoring trends abroad 
From 14th October, Pontis Foundation representatives attended the conference titled Social Responsibility – Words or Actions?, organized in Prague by the company Economia Konferencie. Among the topics examined by participants was the issue of communicating CSR activities and the unwillingness of media to publish such information free of charge. On 22–23 October, foundation representatives will attend a meeting of CSR Europe partners in Istanbul, where they will be focusing especially on how to win the stakeholders’ interest and get them involved in CSR activities. Another event we will join is the Enel stakeholders workshop, to be held in Rome on 30th October. Participants will be working on defining the topics of a society’s sustainable development.

[ development aid ]
public opinion poll on the topic of development assistance 
According to a public opinion poll carried out in September 2009, 44% of those polled agree that Slovakia’s contribution to the official development assistance budget should increase. Only 29% of respondents consider it too much. read more >> 
state budget proposal includes cuts for development aid projects

The platform of non-governmental developmental organizations – the Pontis Foundation is among its members – published a press release in conjunction with the preparation of the state budget and the proposed amount to be made available for development aid projects. According to the governmental proposal of state budgets for the years 2009 – 2012, the amount of finances allotted for specific projects carried out by Slovak subjects in developing countries is to drop by nearly 60% compared to 2009: from € 7.5 million to € 3.2 million.
european development days 
This fourth edition of the European Development Days will take place this year in Stockholm. more here >>
[ belarus ]

pontis foundation project supported public dialogue on economic reforms in belarus
In August, the Pontis Foundation successfully completed the project titled Support of Public Dialogue on Economic Reforms in Belarus, carried out in cooperation with the Belarusian Institute of Strategic Studies, and supported from the resources of official Slovak development aid.
	
	 [ upcoming events ]

end of october
Clothes collection 
by the ENGAGE group 
of companies 
in Bratislava.

23rd october 
IBM Community Day in Bratislava.

27th october
Kraft Community Day in Bratislava.

27th october
CSR seminar for small and medium enterprises, held 
in Žilina. 

28th october
Presentation 
of winning projects 
of the Driving without Accidents project, 
in Žilina.

29th – 31st october
Pontis Foundation 
is moving to its new premises.

10th november
2nd corporate philanthropy forum 
in Bratislava. 

17th november
Launch of A Great Country program 
at the PKO center 
in Bratislava.
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	We apologize if this e-mail message inconveniences you. 
Please let us know so we can avoid such a situation in the future.
Thank you!










